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Needed — More Prayer 


Every Christian should be concerned about 
the work of God’s Kingdom and of the contribu- 
tion his own church is making looking to the 
evangelization of the world. 


Furthermore, Christians should be concerned 
about world conditions and everything which 
affects directly or indirectly the effective witness 
of the church. 


From the standpoint of our own church we 
have a magnificent program for work at home 
and abroad. From the standpoint of the gen- 
eral world situation we are all aware of the 
fact that we live in the midst of tension and 
uncertainty. 

On the positive side a good program is not 
enough. On the side of opposition, world ten- 
sions in themselves cannot defeat God’s pur- 


poses. 

The Division of Evangelism of our own 
church has well pointed out that the basis of 
successful witnessing for Christ is found in 
prayer. The danger is that we should take this 
as trite phrasing, or take the entire matter of 
prayer as a matter of course and never imple- 
ment it to the point that we pour out our hearts 
to God in the kind of prayer which involves 
confession, repentance, restitution and positive 
action. 


From the human standpoint our church pro- 
grams are not as effective as we would hope. 
From the same standpoint the world situation 
is extremely grave. But for every problem there 


is a way which is right, a solution of God’s own | 


designing, awaiting to be released through the 
prayers of God’s people. 


By the strange provision of a loving God 
we know that He has ordained that His almighty 
power can be released through the prayers of 
His children. We have this within our grasp 
but how we ignore our privilege and fumble 
the opportunities which are ours! 
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ORIAL 


Every Christian should take a course in 
prayer. How? One way is to take the Bible and 
a good concordance and read every reference 
having to do with prayer — the records of Bible 
prayers and the practical truths having to do 
with the prayer life of the individual Christian, 
from all of which we can profit greatly. 


Once we learn that prayer is far more than 
petition; that it involves a whole attitude of 
mind and heart and will; that it is gloriously 
real and practical, and that through this com- 
munication with God, in the name of His Son, 
our own Christian witness can be changed and 
strengthened, we will learn to revel in this 
blessed privilege. 


Furthermore, as we come to realize our re- 
sponsibility to exercise the power inherent in 
prayer, we find our faith strengthened and our 
hearts emboldened to ask great things of the 
God who is truly Great. 


Every agency, institution and activity of our 
church needs to be undergirded by prayer. At 
the local level we should pray for our pastor 
and all in which we as congregations are en- 
gaged. We need to reach out to the unreached 
at home and abroad and pray the Lord of the 
harvest to thrust forth more laborers into the 
harvest fields of the world. We need to pray for 
such an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that we 
shall be humbled to the dust and brought to a 
new realization of the fact that such success 
comes neither from organization, nor program, 
nor engaging personalities but from the presence 
and power of the Spirit of the living God. 


No man, no organization, no nation is suf- 
ficient for the problems which confront us. But 
the God of the present and of the futtre is our 
God. He has given us certain promises which 


_He longs to fulfill. These promises are condi- 


tioned on our asking for them, in accordance 
with His will and in the name of His Son. 


If every Christian would, by God’s gracious 
help, turn to Him in importunate prayer we 
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could even now see the hand of the sovereign 
God of the universe reverse the course of events 
and through us as individual Christians, and 
through the Church of which we are a part, re- 
lease His glorious power to the end that men 
might be saved and strengthened in a . 


“Restore Such a One” 


If any man be overtaken in a fault — tres- 
pass — ye that are spiritual restore such a one 
in the spirit of meekness — gentleness — con- 


sidering thyself lest thou also be tempted. So 
writes the Apostle to the Galatians. In First 
Corinthians, he writes to put out the incestuous 
man, but in the Second Epistle to restore that 
man who had meanwhile shown great contrition. 


There is room for a real study in the restora- 
tion of King David, including God’s sending to 
him of the prophet Gad, God’s chastisement of 
him in the death of the baby, God’s direct 
dealings with him in judgment and in grace 
recorded in such Psalms as the 5lst, the 32nd 
and the 130th. 


There is an even fuller study available in our 
Lord’s dealing with Peter. He warned the Rock 
disciple of Satan’s desire, of his not watching 
and praying, of his coming denials. Also he 


assured Peter that He had prayed for him, that 


Peter would be converted and again strenghten 
his brethren. At the Trial, He turned and 
looked on Peter. As soon as he was risen He 
sent to tell the disciples and Peter, and Himself 
appeared to Cephas. According to the last chap- 
ter in John, Jesus drew out Peter’s renewed con- 
fession and dedication and restored him to his 
office of feeding the lambs and shepherding the 
flock. 


Many label John Calvin an extremist in dis- 
cipline, but the great Reformer specifically pro- 
vided for the restoration of the excommunicate 
after due repentence and saw many of them 
actually restored in Geneva. 


Is there as much zeal among us for the restora- 
tion of the fallen, especially those of little 
“pull”, as there is for the condemnation of 
these weaker brethren? Suppose a court has 
acted entirely properly in excommunicating or 
in deposing a brother. Suppose it was as fully 
justified as was the Church in Corinth when un- 
der Apostolic direction it excommunicated the 


wicked man. Ought that same court not be 
as anxious to see that in due time, this man, or 
this group, be restored as was the case with Paul 
and the Church in Corinth? | 


Suppose the action of the court was taken 
with a divided vote — with a tied vote broken 
by the voice of the moderator — so that there is 
a question as to its action. Or suppose that 
since emotions have cooled, members of a court 
wonder whether all the actions in the lower 
court or in appeals were in full accord with the 
provisions of the Book of Discipline — whether 
the accused was given every consideration pro- 
vided for him in our Book — ought there not 
be more urgency upon the Court to restore the 
brother or the group? Whether the action were 
right or wrong, if now the brother or the group 
has evidence of God’s blessing upon him or 
them ought not the Court consider re-opening 
the doors of our Church to this man or this 
people? We used to boast that the doors of the 
Presbyterian Church were as wide as the doors 


into heaven — that we were willing to receive 


any man we had reason to believe God would 
finally receive — are we living up to this boast 
in relation to those that we put out or refused 
to receive in? 


“Deal kindly with the erring, 
Oh! do not forget, 

However darkly stained by sin, 
He is thy brother yet. 


Heir of the self-same heritage, 
Child of the self-same God, 
He hath but stumbled in the path 
Thou hast in weakness trod. 


Deal kindly with the erring: 
Thou yet mayest lead him back, 
With holy words and tones of love, _ 
From misery’s erring track. 


Forget not thou hast often sinned, 
And sinful yet must be: 
Deal kindly with the erring one, 
As God has dealt with thee.” 
—W. C. R. 


FURNISHED MONTREAT COTTAGE FOR SALE 


Large, choice location. Kentucky Road. Pine 
panelled. Stone fireplace. Three bedrooms. 
Outdoor grill. All utilities electric. Reasonable 
MARION G. BRADWELL, COVENANT 
CHURCH, ALBANY, GEORGIA. 
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“Thy Kingdom Come” 


Our catechism tells us that when-. we repeat 
this part of of the Lord’s Prayer we are really 
praying for three things: (1) That Satan’s king- 
dom may be destroyed, (2) That the kingdom 
of Grace may be advanced, and (3) That the 
kingdom of Glory may be hastened. 


1. Satan has a kingdom. He is the god of 
this world and his followers are numbered by 
the millions, not only in heathen lands, but in 
so-called Christian lands. It is very strong in 
America; it has complete control in many lands. 


This kingdom must be destroyed. Jesus Christ 
came to destroy the works of the devil. Now 
is the prince of this world cast out, said Jesus. 
Our Savior gained the victory over Satan, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail over His 
church. 


But there is a battle to be fought. We are 
good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but 
mighty. The sword which our Master wields 
comes forth from His mouth. It is a sharp, two- 


_ edged sword. The two edges might be called 


Truth and Love. The Gospel is such a sword: 
the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of 


2. The Kingdom of Grace must be advanced. 
We are living in this kingdom of Grace. The 
gracious invitation is given to all who will to 
come and drink of the river of salvation. 


Living in this age of grace we should first 
of all accept the invitation and become members 
of that kingdom. It is not enough to be near; 
we should be inside. 


Then we are to do all we can to bring others 
into that kingdom. We are to give the invita- 
tion and urge others to accept it. We are to 
say, Come! 


3. The Kingdom of Glory is coming: the 
Day of the Lord, when He shall come in His 
own glory, and in the glory of His Father, anc 
of the angels. Many have wished and hoped 
and prayed for that glorious Day to come when 
we can say, Lo, He comes, see the King draw 
near: Zion, shout for your Lord is here! Even 
so, Come Lord Jesus, Come quickly. | 

| —J. K. P. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division ef Consolidated 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 
Summer School 
mm Preparatory June 8, 1959 
. ~ Collegiate June 15, 1959 
Chapter, Future Business LOUIS C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Leaders of America Maxton Nerth Carelina 
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learning experiences 


for each age group— 
Ou r Presbyterian Literature 


2% published by the 
wy BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


The Day After Easter 


An emperor was listening to one of his gen- 
eral’s glowing description of a great battle he 
had just won. “That’s fine’ said the emperor, 
“but what I want to know is — What did you 
do the next day?” Of every person who has 
joined the Church that question might well be 
asked. What did you do the next day, and the 
next? 


In our spiritual lives every Christian has had 
an “Easter”. We are dead, dead in sin, hopeless- 
ly lost. We were just as dead as Jesus Christ 
was as He lay in the sepulchre in the garden. 
But then something happened. We believed on 
this Jesus Christ and we accepted Him as our 
personal Saviour, and when we did so we rose 
from the dead, not figuratively, but literally. 
And that day, that great day, was our “Easter”. 
We were thrilled and enthralled and we were 
going to do great things for the Lord who had 
saved us. We wanted to tell the world about 


The next day, perhaps it was Monday, we 
went back to our ordinary daily routine. And 
Then, the devil went to work. 


We told a friend about it and perhaps he 
smiled and thereafter we kept quiet and our 
ardor cooled down. After all, we didn’t want 
to be a bore, and our “Monday morning world” 
looked so prosaic, so matter-of-fact, so regular. 
At some later date, we promised ourselves we'd 
do something about it, and we were going to 
live a better life anyway, and with that the 
devil won a “day after Easter’’ victory. 


‘He who laughs last, laughs best’”’ is a truism, 


and if the devil wins the last battle he wins 


the war — and perhaps, the soul. 
—R. LeC. 


Recemmend The Journal To Friends 
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The Serpe 


Sheds Its Skin 


By Horace H. Hull 


The French have an old adage, “the more it 
changes the more it remains the same.” This 
is strikingly true of the change of name which 
the Federal Council of Churches went through 
in 1950. Forty-two years of leftish, collectivist 
and internationalist bias and activity had final- 
ly given the F. C. C. C. such a bad name that a 
whitewash became imperative. As it was im- 
possible to erase the record of history, a change 
of name seemed the easiest course of action. 
The old ecumenical eating house sign F. C. C. C. 
came down and a new one, N. C. C. C., replaced 
it. Actually, of course, it merely meant repaint- 


ing the first word and adding “Under New > 


Management.” But the same cooks remained 
in the kitchen and the waiters did not bother to 
change their uniforms. And the same dreary 
spiritual ptomaine and indigestion-laden fare 
was dished out to the customers. 


N. C. C. C. spokesmen and publications make 
much of the allegation that the Federal Council 
ceased to exist and that the new National Coun- 
cil bears no relationship to or connection with 
It whatever. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. Our authority is the N. C. C. C.’s 
own “Constitution, General By-laws, and Certifi- 
cate of Incorporation.” We quote: 


The National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America was 
made possible by the decision of eight inter- 
denominational agencies, all of which had 
had an important part in the historical de- 
velopment of cooperation among _ the 
churches, to combine their forces. ‘These 
eight agencies, which by their official ac- 
tion transferred their functions and respon- 
sibilities to the National Council, were: 


Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America. 


Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. 


Home Missions Council of North America. 


International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion. 


Missionary Education Movement of the 
United States and Canada. 


National Protestant Council on Higher Ed- | 
ucation. 


United Council of Church Women. | 
United Stewardship Council. 
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Memphis, Tenn. 


Four other minor organizations are also listed 
as having merged into the new National Coun- 
cil at a later date. 


The N. C. C. C.’s own evidence is irrefutable. 


~The Federal Council did not go out of business 
— it merely “transferred its functions and re- 


sponsibilities to the National Council.” That 
there was to be no change of policy or programs 
on the part of the newly founded N. C. C. C. 
was given away in the December 1950 Federal 
Council Bulletin which stated: 


All the work of the Federal Council will 
continue under new auspices . . . it is ex- 
pected that the program will be enlarged 
as the new organization gains increased sup- 
port . . . other divisions of the National 
Council and the general administration of 
the Council will also draw upon the re- 
sources in both personnel and finances. 


The cooks and the waiters all remained the 
same. The present president of the N. C. C. C., 
Edwin T. Dahlberg, had been chairman of the 
Department of Evangelism in the old F.C.C.C. 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, president of the 
Federal Council in 1948 and long active in its 
affairs, became a member of the powerful Gen- 
eral Board of the National Council. 


Samuel McCrea Cavert who had been general 
secretary of the old Federal Council later served 
in the same capacity in the “entirely new and dif- 
ferent” National Council. Walter Russell Bowie 
of Union Theological Seminary was vice chair- 
man of the F. C. C. C.’s Commission on Worship. 
He occupies the identical position on the Na- 
tional Council’s Commission on Worship and 
Art. 


Walter W. Van Kirk prior to his death in 
1956 was executive director of the National 
Council’s Department of International Justice 
and Goodwill. He had held the same position 
in the identically titled department of the liqui- 
dated Federal Council. They did not even 
bother to change the titles of departments or 
officials. Roswell P. Barnes, who became as- 
sociate general secretary of the Federal Council 
in 1940 and later served as editor of the F.C.C.C. 
Bulletin, oddly enough also turns up in the 
National Council as executive secretary of its 
Division of Christian Life and Work. He was 
a member of a small executive committee of the 
Fellowship of Socialist Christians as far back as 
twenty years ago according to Dr. J. B. Matthews 
in a speech made last March 22. : 
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The Yearbook of American Churches for 1959 
published by the N. C. C. C. lists Benson Y. 
Landis as Editor. He also has served as N.C.C.C. 
executive director of the Department of Town 
and Country Church. Who’s Who in America 
carries Mr. Landis’ biography as having been 
associate secretary of the Department of Re- 
search and Education of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ from 1923 to 1946. The 
same source also lists Mr. Benson as having 
been “editor, Yearbook of American Churches 
(Federal Council of Churches) since 1941.” 
Even more interesting is the title page of the 
1959 Yearbook published by the N. C. C. C. It 
reads “Twenty-seventh issue — annual” even 
though the N. C. C. C. was not created until 
1950! 


Earl F. Adams, Beverly M. Boyd, Hugh D. 
Darsie, Truman Douglas, Harold E. Fey, Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, Jesse Bader, Cameron P. Hall, 
Shelby Harrison, F. Ernest Johnson, Henry 
Smith Leiper, Charles T. Laber, J. Quentin 
Miller, I. George Nace, Bishop William Scarlett, 
Reinhold Neibuhr, Luther A. Weigle and a 
long list of others all active for years in the 
Federal Council of Churches either turn up 
again on the staff of the “new” N.-C. C. C. or as 
active in its behalf. 


Edueation In Salvation 


A careful examination of the voluminous evi- 
dence available cannot but convince any im- 


partial student that the present National Coun- | 


cil of Churches of Christ is nothing but the old 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ with the 
minor change of one word, but with added ac. 
tivities and power. 


For sceptics and those who still attempt to 


argue that the two federations are separate and 


distinctly unrelated entities there remains the 


New York telephone directories. The Manhat- 
tan directory for 1949-50 lists the Federal Coun- 
cil’s address as 297 Fourth Ave. The 1951-52 
directory lists the National Council’s address 
as 297 Fourth Avenue. Printed material put out 
by the Federal Council as recently as December 
1950 gives their address as 297 Fourth Avenue. 
The 1959 Yearbook of American Churches gives 


the National Council’s address as 297 Fourth 


Avenue, New York. 

Just as there was no discernible difference in 
policy or activities between the Federal and 
National Councils so there was no significant 
‘change in staffs, officers, or even physical lo- 


cation of their offices. ‘The serpent had merely f 


shed its old skin for a new one. Or as the French 
would say, “The more it changes, the more it 
remains the same.” 


By REV. SAM PATTERSON “ 


The title given to this article unites two words 
which are seldom used together. Both are im- 
portant words. Both are much used words. Yet 
the words “education” and “salvation” are rarely 
found as close together as the distance of a small 
_ preposition. 


This is not to say that the word “education”’ is 
irreligious! Indeed, it keeps company with many 
religious words and terms. For instance, we speak 
often of “Christian education” and of “religious 
education.” Suppose that we drop, however, the 
preposition in the title, and reverse, the other 
two words. Who ever heard of “Salvation Ed- 
ucation’’? 


We would not expect the world to recognize a 
relationship between these two words. If salva- 
tion means that which is presented in the Scrip- 
tures, and proclaimed by conservative Christians, 
then far from being wisdom or education, salva- 
tion is foolishness to the world, as Paul aptly ob- 
serves in First Corinthians 1:18, “For the preach- 
ing of the Cross is to them that perish foolish- 
ness.” To those of us, however, who know the 
provision of God for our salvation, the basis of 
our salvation, the experience of this salvation, 
the purpose of salvation, and the results of sal- 


PAGE 6 


vation as they are all united in the Person and 
work of the Saviour, Salvation is the wisdom, par 
excellence, of God. 


There is a basic education in salvation that 
relates a person to two areas of knowledge which 
transform life, equipping it with a sound adjust- 
ment for living in this present world and in the 
one to come. 


The education of salvation is not to be seen in 
how much a person knows but in Whom a 
person comes to know. This actually involves 
becoming acquainted intimately with two very 
important Persons. These are Self and the 
Saviour. The receiving of this true education re- 
quires a teacher. Man cannot arrive at a true 
knowledge of either of these two Persons by 
reason. Revelation is required. There are many 
things that cannot be seen by the fimited natural 
vision of man unless an instrument of aid is 
supplied. Thus man has built the microscope 
that he might see the tiny world of teeming 
things which are too small, though close at 
hand, for his unaided vision. And thus man 
has built the telescope to see those areas of 
the heavens that reach far out beyond his 
limited vision. Just so, to see self as he really is, 
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and to see the Savior as He really is, requires for 
man’s limited, sin-damaged faculties the Revela- 
tion given by God in the Word of God. 


The true education of salvation brings a man, 
at last, to recognize and understand himself. 
The chairman of a large meeting of war veterans 
stated that a pause in the program would occur 
in order for a very important announcement to 
be made. Two men started down the aisle from 
the rear of the auditorium and approached the 
platform. All who turned to observe the men in 
the aisle noted that one led the other, and as- 
sumed, rightly, that his companion was blind. 
The blind man was led to the rostrum and stood 
there in silence for a few minutes. Turning his 
face from side to side as if he were scanning the 
whole audience, he finally spoke. “Does anyone 
here know who I am?” he asked. Poor man! 
Not only had he lost his vision in battle but 
also his identity and memory. At least he recog- 
nized that he did not recognize himself and that 
he needed help. | 


The natural man does not know who and 
what he really is. Indeed, he cannot know in 
himself, for ‘““The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who can know 
it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). He will, on the one hand, 
invariably consider himself to be better than he 
really is, acceptable and safe. On the other 
hand, under Satanic delusion in reverse, he may 
be overwhelmed by his personal failure and 


reckon that there is no hope at all anywhere 


for one such as he. Salvation, however, presents 


an education regarding self, which is based on 
the Word of One who alone knows the human 
heart — God. This knowledge reveals to man 
that he not only is not good enough; he is not 
good; that he not only has sinned, but that he 
has done this because he is wholly sinful. It re- 
veals to him that in his natural condition he is 
utterly lost as far as God is concerned. 


But the education of Salvation also brings one 
to recognize and personally know the Saviour. 
This, too, is accomplished by the revelation of 


the Word of God. Having shown man that, con- 


trary to his natural thinking, self cannot be his 
saviour, God now reveals to man that Jesus 
Christ alone meets his needs for salvation. His 
atoning death and risen Life provide the pardon, 
purity, peace, and power we need, plus a place 


_in God’s family, purpose and Heaven! 


The language of a person thus educated be- 
comes that of the Apostle Paul: “This is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; 
of whom I am chief” (I Timothy 1:15). 


Salvation, now having introduced man to him- 
self and to his Savior, shows the richness of its 
a by introducing man to his neighbor. 

aving seen who he himself really is, and who 
Christ really is, the believer now at last sees his 
neighbor for the person he really is, one to be 
loved, befriended, served, and witnessed to. He, 
too, is one for whom Christ died, is much loved 
by God, and if not a Christian, also needs this 
Salvation! 


From Crippling Children! 


By GEORGE S. LAUDERDALE 


“FOR THIS CHILD I PRAYED”. I Samuel 
1:27. 


This text of Scripture was spoken by Hannah, 
a model mother, as she presented Samuel to 
the Lord for service in the tabernacle. There 
would be more missionaries of the cross now 
were parents not worshipping their children and 
trying to hold on to them. To send a son over- 
seas in the service of Christ is not to bury him. 
If you keep a boy at home whom the Lord has 
called, he may become a criminal. Do not 
tempt the Lord your God! 7 


Parents who forsake their children are to be 
condemned. In the Bible they are compared to 
a female ostrich, an ignorant bird who lays an 
egg in the sand and then abandons it to hatch 


and scratch alone, the Lord having deprived 


this fowl of wisdom. Let us excuse neither such 
cold-hearted people without natural affection 
nor the over-possessive type who discourage 
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their children from taking an important post in 
the missionary army of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


WHERE TO BEGIN 


As Hannah brought youthful Samuel to the 
Lord’s house she also had a bullock to slay. 
Get this: Samuel’s service began at the cross! 
Every animal slain in the Old Testament points 


us toward the Lamb of God Who at Golgotha 


died for the sins of the world. Your service 


_ starts when you accept God’s plan of salvation, 


the same hour the blood of Christ is applied to 
your heart for forgiveness of sin! 


If you are trying to minister in the church 


but have not been to Calvary, go there now, 


where all true God-accepted service begins. Re- 
joice that you do not have to take animals to 
sacrifice; we live in the glorious day when the 
cross is in full view in the gospels and explained 
in the inspired letters of the New Testament. 
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WHEN TO BEGIN 


_ God left the boy Samuel with his mother 
Hannah as long as He did because she knew 
how to pray. The early years, even the first 
two, are of vital importance in inculcating the 
basic attitude of fearing God, the beginning 
of wisdom. We have mentioned the selfishness 
of parents as one reason for a shortage of mis- 
sionary workers; we hasten to add that another 
error is waiting until too late to present chil- 
dren to God for training and service. 


There must be Christian schools below the 
college level in present-day pagan America. The 
nominally Christian colleges which we have must 
be thoroughly committed to Christ. Did God tell 
Hannah to take the child home until he was 
older? No! Had Hannah waited until Samuel 
was through high school and then sent him to 
a church college of the contemporary kind, 


Israel would probably have missed a great 


leader! 


WHY BEGIN 


Hannah had a missionary heart. Listen to 
her prayer offered after she gave Samuel to the 
Lord: “I rejoice in Thy salvation. There is 
none holy as the Lord: for there is none beside 
Thee.” I Samuel 2:1,2. She is in the same class 
with the woman who anointed Christ with the 
costly ointment, not considering her son’s life 
wasted when she devoted him to God. The 
woman with ‘the ointment was accused of wast- 
ing her money but every missionary of Jesus 
Christ knows better. He is worthy! 


Even though she had given much to God, 
Hannah rejoiced. After such sacrifices, we 
might think that she would be despondent, but 
the opposite is true. If you are sad, try giving 
to God! Support a foreign worker in a heathen 
land. Send your last penny for an orphan in 
Korea or Christian rescue mission and get out 
of your slough of despond. You cannot turn 
loose your home in heaven to another! God 
will see to it that you do not give away your 
standing with Him. If you have salvation, what 
more do you want? Hannah rejoiced in her 
redemption; do the same! 


Tre Cyristian AccorpING | 
To THE SHORTER CATECHISM | 
) By William Childs Robinson. D.D. ) 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy. 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies. 
postpaid. 

Order From | 
) The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
| Weaverville ... North Carolina 


SIR: 
Your editorial in the February 11th issue on 


~Church and State came to my attention recently. 


Though I may have differed in the past with 
some of your editorials I heartily agree with this 
one and hope that you will continue to bring the 
principle of Separation of Church and State to the 
attention of your readers, especially in the coming 
months when the issue will be increasingly debated. 


J. B. Reynolds, President — 
Asheville Chapter of P.O.A.U. 


Sir: 


I have just received your Journal for Feb. 4 
1959 and I was delighted to see that article by 
Dr. Gribble in the review of the ‘‘Understanding” 
the Old Testament by Dr. Anderson of Drew The- 
ological Seminary. 


It came in very timely for a few days ago I was 
asked to teach chapters in this book to a group 
of ladies who are anxious to know more about the 
Old Testament. I consented and last Friday went 
to get the book which came from the church li- 
brary. The ladies said it had been taught by the 
pastor but he could not be present next meeting 
so I had been asked to substitute. 


I took the book home and read first the chapters 
I was to teach getting more amazed at every page. 
This is a free country and I am the last person 
to suggest any censorship and just as God allowed 
Jereboam to reject the Bible and start worshipping 
God in his own way, forbidding Rehoboam to in- 
terfere, so I have no idea of starting a campaign 
against the publishing of such books. 


I subscribe to all that Dr. Gribble has written, 
but what made me disgusted was the fact that 
here was a group of ladies being led to study this 
book by the pastor. It is beyond my comprehension 
how a person can stand up and preach faith in the — 
Bible on Sundays ard teach unbelief on Monday. — 


I feel that the way to combat this sort of in- 
fidelity is of course first of all to be sure we are 
informed on the Old Testament and preach Christ 
as we should, but I feel strongly that there is a 
eall for us to gain broad scholarship not only 


knowledge of the Bible, but of its earliest heritage. 
—J. V. N. Talmage 


Louisville Kentucky 
March 5, 1959 
The Editor 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Sir: 

I was very interested in the article which ap- 
peared in your paper, “The Congregation Sits 
About the Table’’. | 

The last paragraph expresses views that are not 


in line with historic Presbyterianism ... “the elder 
takes equal part with the minister in the Lord’s 


Supper’’. 
Historic Presbyterianism lays down that the cele- 
bration of this Holy Sacrament is a ministerial 
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function not a sessional one. Only an ordained 
minister can preside and celebrate. The minister 
partakes first himself of the elements, hands them 
to the elders who in turn hand them to the people, 
after which the minister serves the elders. 


Any other practice is a heresy and is non- 
Presbyterian. 
Sincerely, 
W. R. Clarke 


In Answer to Dr. W. R. Clarke 


Let me thank Dr. Clarke for calling to my atten- 
tion an erroneous inference from my article of 
February 18th. I agree that only a Minister can 
preside at the celebration of the Supper of our 


Lord. I was concerned in my article to show that 


the elder had equal access to the Lord’s Table and 
ought not to be separated from it by the media- 
tion of the Minister. This access to the Table has 
been observed in sundry Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches of Europe. | 


In the Reformed Churches of Switzerland, the 
Minister presides at the center and administers 
the bread to the communicants. An elder on each 
side of him administers the cup, with the appro- 
priate words of administration,. to the communi- 
cants. In a Huguenot Church in France the com- 
municants stood in a hollow square and the Min- 
ister served them the bread followed by the elder 
who took the cup from the Table and served. 
Both of these customs are observed in the Wal- 
densian Churches. In Cambridge, the Session 
gathered about the Table and themselves partook 
sitting, thereafter serving the congregation. (It is 
generally held that the London Presbytery, of 
which Cambridge is a Church, authorized Makemie, 


Hampden and McNish to organize Philadelphia 


Presbytery). At the First Assembly of the World 
Council in Amsterdam the Reformed Church of 
the Netherlands conducted the communion around 
a large Table at which the congregation was served 
in turn. Here every member came fully to the 
Table and took the plate and the cup from and 
returned it to the Table as occasion offered. 


As to when the minister partakes, I find little 
or nothing in the early Presbyterian directories. 
In the Book of Common Order prepared by Knox 
with the help of Calvin it is only stated that, “The 
exhortation being ended, the Minister cometh down 
from the pulpit and sitteth at the Table, every man 
and woman likewise taking their places.” Further 
after prayer, “The Minister breaketh the bread and 
delivereth it to the people, who distribute and di- 
vide the same among themselves’’. | 


_ There seems to be nothing in the Scots’ Confes- 

sion, in the early “Buiks of Discipline” of the 
Kirk of Scotland, in the Westminster catechisms or 
Form of Presbyterian Government, in Hodge’s 
Manual of Forms for the USA Church or in his 
Commentary on the Confession about when or how 
the Minister is to commune. The following occurs 
in the Confession of Faith itself: “to take and 
break the bread, to take the cup and (they also 
communicating themselves) to give both to the 
communicants.” 


Professor Francis R.- Beattie of Louisville in- 
terpreted this parenthetical use-clause as meaning, 
“the Minister is to commune along with the peo- 
ple.”* That is, he interprets the clause as meaning, 
they themselves also partaking of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. The word also hardly means first. Rather it 
conveys the impression that the Westminster Di- 
vines were good shepherds thinking first of the 
feeding of their flocks and then afterward “also” 
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of feeding the shepherds. Our Presbyterian, U. S., 
Directory of Worship has not interpreted this 
pa to mean that the Minister is to serve 
imself, but that he, as well as the people (“also’’), 
is to be served. 


Our early usage was that the Minister be served 
last, and this is often found in our churches. The 
1925 Book provides: “For the sake of order it is 
recommended that the minister be served after 
the people, and that he then serve the elders.” On 
either of these orders, after the people are served, 
an elder goes to the Table takes up the plate and 
walks over to where the Minister is sitting and 
serves him. Another elder does the same with the 
cup. Under the direction of the President this 
order is used at Columbia Theological Seminary. 
The current Directory of worship recommends 
“that the Minister be served before the people’’. 
This “be served means that the elder offers the 
Minister the bread and the cup — not that he 
serve himself. We invite Dr. Clarke to reconsider 
the terms he has applied to our practice. 


Of course, many of our congregation are now 
using the Book of Common Worship which we 
adopted from the USA Church. According to this 
book the Minister first serves himself. This is in 
line with the provision of the Book of Common 
Prayer of the Episcopal Church: 


“Then shall the Priest first receive Communion 
in both kinds himself and proceed to deliver the 
same to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons and 
after that to the people.” 


It is well to think through the imrlications of 
our practice. Logically and in the long run, the 
Priest officiates at the altar, offering there man’s 
sacrifice to propitiate an alienated Doity. And 


equally logically, the Minister of the Word serves 


the Lord’s Supper at the Table of the Lord, thus 
symbolizing and sealing God’s gracious work of 
feeding His children unto life everlasting. A long 
chancel with a near-altar at its end which can 
only be touched by a priest-minister who thus 
mediates between altar and people is a long step 
in the direction of the Anglo-Catholic worship 
(which itself has moved far in the Roman direc- 
tion). Logically this wide step may be expected 
to be followed by the Altar which has ceased to 
be the Table and at which the Priest who has 
ceased to be the Minister of the Word offers a 
propitiatory sacrifice which is no longer that Sup- 
per of the Lord resting upon His one sacrifice 
made at Calvary once for all. On the petition of 
the Westminster Assembly of Divines, Parliament 
removed the altars from the Churches in Eng- 


land. 
—W. C. R. 


CC to Rev. W. R. Clarke, D.D. 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Louisville, Ky. 


* The Presbyterian Standards, p. 325. 


From a Reader in Brazil— 


“How can I convey to you my appreciation of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal? It is amazing. 
Each issue seems to stun me with its truth and 
owerful articles of faith and robust arguments. 

tell you sincerely I cannot keep pace with this 
flow of truth. I have several issues lying here 
on this desk, wondering to whom I shall send 
them, for I would have these truths circulated 
far and wide. I wonder how I can do this. Can 
I send them first to England and enclose a list 
of addresses, asking that they be forwarded to 
each one of these, and then posted on to the 
others. I want to circulate them in Australia, 
too. One copy is not enough. 
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“ ‘Christ Died For Our Sins’ by Dr. Bell, in Oc- 
tober 22nd issue, and ‘Christ Hath Purchased Re- 
demption’ by Dr. Wm. C. Robinson in the same 
issue; also ‘Open Doors and Adversaries’ by J. 
Kenton Parker, same issue, are just an example 
all in one issue. There have been others; every 
issue is brimful of important truth.” 


I Dreamed I Wrote a Letter 
By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


First Preposterous Church 
Deepsleep, Texas. 
March 1, 1961 
Dr. Literal I. Stiff 
Headquarters, Preposterous Church, 
Southern 
Pantheon Plaza, U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Stiff: 


As you can tell from my address, I’m out here 
in Texas. Now ordinarily that’s not too bad, as 
everybody knows. But this time we’re in trouble 
out here and being as how it’s Texas, we don’t 
rightly know where to turn for help—unless it be 
to Headquarters. Which is why I am writing you. 
Headquarters has the official word on most other 
things—what is approved and how to build a church 
camping fire and which books from the other de- 
nominations are official and which are not—so I 
have decided that you are the logical one to help 
us in our problem. 


The trouble is with these United or Federated 
Churches that are springing up all over Texas ever 
since the Assembly passed those changes in the 
Book of Church. Order last year. The ink hadn’t 
dried on the newspaper reports of the Assembly’s 
action before churches were getting together all 
over the place, some under the United Plan and 
some under the Federated Plan. It wasn’t long 
before things were so confused around here you 
would hardly know it was Texas. 


As you will remember, the whole thing started 
right here in Texas, so I don’t suppose we can 
complain too much. But when those overtures first 
came up, most of us didn’t know whether to enjoy 
the joke with everybody else, or take them seriously 
and be accused of not having a Texas sense of 
humor. We finally approved the overtures, the 
way we do everything—but then the Assembly 
never has passed any of our other schemes, so how 
were we to know they would take this one seri- 
ously? To be sure the first Assembly, back, in 
1958, didn’t actually approve the proposals. It 
didn’t know whether to take them seriously either, 
so it just sent them along to the Presbyteries with- 
out taking action one way or the other, just to see 
whether the Presbyteries would see the joke. You 
can imagine our surprise when most of the Presby- 
teries—almost all of them, in fact—solemnly voted 
to ratify the plans as official changes in the Consti- 
tution, when all they had been asked to do was 
to say what they thought of them. It was bad 
enough, of course, for the Presbyteries to make 
such a mistake, but we were hardly prepared for 
what the next Assembly did, for Presbyterian 
Assemblies don’t make mistakes as you know. When 
those 500 commissioners voted unanimously to 
waive the rules and enact those changes into law 
immediately—why some of us thought we were 
back in Texas! 
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So now we are into it up to our ears. As you 
know, the United Plan provides that each congre- 
gation shall affiliate with both denominations. 
This means that we belong to two Presbyteries, 
two Synods, and two Assemblies. Now, being two 
different organisms at one and the same time 
presents its problems, let me tell you. It is down- 
right weird to go to one meeting of Presbytery 
under the United Plan and sit there while a 
docket of U.S. business is transacted, then go to 
a meeting of the Other Presbytery the next week 
and sit there while another docket of business is 
transacted—by the very same ministers and elders. 
The last Synod meetings you should have attended! 
It would have been funny if it hadn’t been so 
serious. The first one, constituted under U.S. 
rules, spent some time discussing our relations with 
the Other denomination. The second one, consti- 
tuted under the Other rules (with the same at- 
tendance), spent a whole afternoon discussing 
their relations with the U.S. denomination. 


I happen to belong to the Council of both 
Presbyteries, under the United Plan. In one Council 
meeting we approved a budget calling for generous 
appropriations to Presbytery and Synod Church 
Extension causes, as is done in the U. S. Church. 
In the Other Council meeting we approved a budget 
in which the same Extension funds were to be 
sent off to New York or Philadelphia or where- 
ever it is under the centralized operation of the 
Other denomination. There just wasn’t anything 
else to do, of course. We’ll just have to let the 
Treasurers work out the details. 7 


And in my own congregation! One denomi- 
nation treats you one way, the other treats you 
another and believe me you can feel the dif- 
ference on the congregational level. In order to 
be loyal to both denominations to which you 
belong, I try to support both. One Sunday I 
preached on the Foreign Missions policy of the 
U. S. denomination and the next Sunday I preached 
on the Ecumenical Missions policy of the Other 
denomination. I get by with that sort of thing 
until my Session begins taking sides. Then 
never know what to do. Sometimes the Session 
finds itself agreeing with itself as a member 
of one Presbytery and disagreeing with itself 
as a member of the Other Presbytery. I don’t 
know what will happen if I should personally reach 
a point of conscience with one manner of operations 
against the other. I wouldn’t know whether to take 
the matter before the Session on a Second Tuesday 
when they meet for U.S. business or on a Third 
Tuesday when they meet for Other business. In 
any event, I don’t suppose it would make much 
difference. Neither Session would consider itself 
bound by its directives to the other, anyhow. 


Not long ago I received a letter from Brother 
Midlands out in West Texas. Until I heard from 
him I thought I had troubles! Poor fellow, he has 
a Federated church. As you know, instead of one 
Session, he has two! And instead of one con- 
congregation he has two! He wrote me shortly 
after a meeting he had with one of his Sessions 
in which he was taken to task by an elder for 
receiving a Mrs. Jones into the wrong congre- 
gation. It seems that this Mrs. Jones was a sister- 
-in-law of the elder and when she appeared 
before the 8:45 Session meeting to be received, 
she was under the impression that it was the 11:00 
Session and that she was joining the congregation 
that her sister’s family belonged to! Now Bro. 
Midlands will have to arrange for a Letter of 
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transfer for the lady so she can join the right 
congregation in his church. The poor Brother 
told me he hardly knows what to do when he is 
visiting a prospect. Whichever congregation he 
says he is speaking for, the other one almost always 
accuses him of partiality. 


Brother Smith, out at the Vineyard church of 
this city, came to see me about still another matter 
just this last week. However, I believe we are 
going to be able to settle his problem without too 
‘many repercussions. Smith recently graduated from 
the seminary and this is his first pastorate. He 
couldn’t decide which Annuity Plan to join. The 
larger of his congregations represents the Other 
denomination which, as you know, does not offer 
quite the same hospitalization and retirement bene- 
fits that the U.S. plan offers. Smith came in for 


some criticism for choosing the Plan represented 
by the minority of his congregation. But I think 
the feeling which was generated by his decision 
will blow over soon. 


My letter has turned out to be longer than I 
originally intended it to be. The reason I have 
written is to ask if you have any helpful literature 
on problems such as these I have described. If 
so, | would like very much to order copies. 


I wonder if anyone has thought of setting up a 
Board, with appropriate Divisions and Departments 
for the guidance of United or Federated churches? 
Surely the need is great enough to warrant the 
creation of such an agency. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Malcolm T. Confused 


Overtures to the 1959 General Assembly 


Meeting in Atlanta Georgia 


April 23-28 1959 


The Presbytery of Brazos respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly to appoint a committee of 
theological and Biblical scholars in the church to 
prepare a complete statement of the Reformed 
faith in harmony with the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, this statement to become the standard 
of our church, the Westminster Confession to re- 
main the historical statement. 


The Presbytery of St. Louis passed the following 
overture to the 1959 General Assembly: 


Whereas the various attempts at revising in- 
dividual parts and adding needed chapters to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith threatens to 
destroy the integrity of this great historic expres- 
sion of the Reformed faith, 


And whereas these attempts have not served to 


_ give the church a great contemporary expression 


of its faith, 
And whereas the church in recent years has 


laid great stress on the place of the layman in 
the life of the church without giving him an of- 


ficial contemporary expression of his faith which | 


is readily comprehensible and easily communicated 
Therefore, | 


The Presbytery of St. Louis respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to appoint a committee 
of the best theological and Biblical scholars in 
the church to prepare a full contemporary state- 
ment of the Reformed faith in harmony with the 
Westminster Confession of Faith — This state- 
ment to become the contemporary standard of our 
— = Westminster Confession, the historical 
standard. 


Overture to the 1959 General Assembly from 
the Presbytery of Meridian: 


Whereas, the Standards of our Church clearly 
affirm the glorious Biblical doctrine of the abso- 
lute Sovereignty of God, and, Whereas, there 
have been on the floor of the 98th General As- 
sembly a number of statements that have been 
openly critical of our Standards at this point, 
which, if not answered, may convey to the world 
that the Presbyterian Church is not settled re- 
garding this glorious doctrine of the faith, and, 
Whereas, it is the duty of the Church to bear wit- 
ness to the truth and to condemn erroneous 
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opinions and practices, The Presbytery of Meridian 
‘respectfully overtures the General Assembly to 
reaffirm its adherence to the system of doctrine set 
forth in our Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms. 


The Presbytery of Charleston respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly to appoint a committee 
to clarify paragraphs 3, 4 and 7 of Chapter III of 
the Confession of Faith and recommend a revision 
of these paragraphs. 


The Synod of Appalachia respectfully overtures 
the 1959 General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States as follows: 


“Inasmuch as the boundary between the Synod 
of Appalachia and the Synod of Tennessee seems 
never to have been clearly defined, the Synod of 
Appalachia respectfully overtures the General As- 


sembly to set the dividing line as the western 


boundaries of the following Tennessee counties: 
Scott, Morgan, Roane, Rhea and Hamilton.” 


The Presbytery of Upper Missouri overtures the 
1959 General Assembly as follows: 

“That the Assembly clarify the doctrine and 
practice of the infant baptism and children of the 
Covenant, giving particular note to the following 
points: 


1. Is the term “christening” appropriate to Presby- 
terian usage? 


2. Do God-parents have a place in the Sacrament 
of Infant Baptism? 


3. Should it be taught and practiced as a Sacra- 
ment rather than a dedication? 


4. Is it proper to repeat it to satisfy persons in- 
fluenced by groups believing only in “believer 
baptism”’ and immersion? 


5. Since baptized children are covenant members 
of the Church does the Sacrament of Infant 
Baptism require Sessfonal Action? If so, what 
action? 


6. Is it proper for a minister to baptize a child 
whose parents are not members of the Church 
of which he is a pastor, unless he is acting on 
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the request of either the Session or pastor of 
their Churcl? 


7. If non-PreSbyterians request baptism for their 
child should they be required to become mem- 
bers before it is done to give validity to the 
“Covenant relationship’’? 


At its last meeting, the Synod, of Virginia 
answered in the affirmative the following over- 
ture to the General Assembly: | 


“Montgomery Presbytery overtures the Synod of 
Virginia to transfer the Indian Valley Church to 
the Presbytery of Abingdon in the Synod of Ap- 
palachia and that the Synod overture the General 
Assembly to make this change and any other 
changes agreed on by the Presbyteries of Mont- 
gomery and Abingdon to facilitate a better pas- 
toral ministry in the churches along the border of 
the two Presbyteries.”’ 


The Presbytery of Mecklenburg respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to clarify the ex- 
amination of candidates for ordination. The Book 
of Church Order says such a candidate shall be 
examined — “on his knowledge of Theology, et 
cetera.”” Mecklenburg feels that the views of such 
a candidate are of importance and should be made 
known to Presbytery at the time of examination 
for ordination. 


The Presbytery of Mecklenburg -asks the As- 
sembly to make clear either by an in thesi de- 
liverance or by proposing a change in the Book of 
Church Order that the examination of candidates 
for ordination is on their “knowledge and views’’ 
of the required subjects. 


The Presbytery of Northeast Texas overtures 
the General Assembly to revise the proposed para- 
graph 29-6, Book of Church Order, as follows: 


Strike out “age” in the first sentence. At the 
end of the first sentence add these additional 
sentences: “When any Ruling Elder (or Deacon) 
reaches the age of 70 years, his relationship to 
the Session (or Board of Deacons) shall auto- 
matically terminate, and he shall become Ruling 
Elder (or Deacon) Emeritus. Such Elder (or Dea- 
con) is eligible for re-election in the same re- 
lationship for a term of one year at a time, not 
to exceed five terms, at a congregational meeting 
called for that purpose by the Session. No installa- 
tion is necessary when an Elder (or Deacon) is 
thus re-elected.”’ 


The Presbytery of New Orleans respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to request from 
the committee now revising the Book of Church 
Order clarification of the rules in regard to the 
immediate election of retiring Deacons to the Ses- 
sion and of retiring Elders to the Board of Dea- 
cons in those churches whose Elders and Deacons 
are elected for limited terms with immediate re 
election to the same board forbidden. 


The Presbytery of Winchester respectfully over- 
tures the 1959 General Assembly as follows: 


WHEREAS, the matter of the status of candi- 
dates for church vocations (missions, D. C. E., lay 
preachers, agricultural missionaries, business mis- 
sionaries, etc.) has become a problem of increased 
proportions in recent years, the question of their 
relationship to the Board of Christian Education, 
the Board of World Missions, and to the presbytery 
are far from clear. Some of the problems that 
baie» arisen in the past two years are: 
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1. The Board of Christian Education asks the 
presbytery to approve a loan for a student pre- 
paring for lay service. However, the Board of 
World Missions claims a candidate for lay service 
should have no official relationship with the pres- 
bytery. 

2. A college writes to presbytery for approval 
of a candidate for lay service, in order to qualify 
him for special grants and tuition rates. The col- 
lege desires some sort of official relationship be- 


tween the presbytery and the candidate, in order 


to grant these privileges and helps. 


38. <A candidate for full time lay mission service 
is not eligible for Board of Christian Education 
service loans during his college years as is the 
candidate for the ministry, even though he will 
be serving the Church in a full time capacity when 
he is through his educational training. 


4. The candidate for church vocations has no 
real official status in our Church. — 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Winchester 
overtures the General Assembly to instruct the Ad 
Interim Committee on the Revision of the Book 
of Church Order to include a chapter in the Re- 
vised Book of Church Order on Candidates for 
Church Vocations which will clarify the above 
problems and give status to all our candidates for 
lay service in the Church. 


Whereas, there are such basic changes in the 
functions of a Committee and a Commission in the 
church courts, in the Proposed Revision of the 
Book of Church Order; and 


Whereas, the courts of the Church may act upon 
matters before them either, (1) immediately as a 
court, or, (2) by appointing a committee to study 
the matter and make recommendations, or, (3) 
by appointing a special group to deliberate and 
take action in the name of the court; in this latter 
group, generally known as a commission, the Pro- 
posed Revision unnecessarily limits the Presbytery, 
taking from it powers it now holds, which many 
experiences have proven to be invaluable in the 
efficient performance of necessary duties; and 


Whereas, in the present Book of Church Order, 
there is a clear distinction between a Committee 
and a Commission, in the Proposed Revision con- 
fusion arises from Committees being authorized in 
some instances to act “in the name of the court,” 
with its report “being admitted to record,” while 
on the other hand a Commission’s actions are sub- 
ject to “approval or disapproval’? by the appoint- 


ing court; and 


Whereas, in the face of noteworthy strides 
wrought out through the experience of past decades 
in the solution of the difficult problem of pastoral 
change for churches and ministers, the Revision 
discards the advances made and reverts back to 
methods that have proved ineffective in the 
past; and 


Whereas, it is necessary to have some group to 
which the churches and ministers in difficult situa- 
tions may come, authorized by the court to deal 
with the problems in their initial stage in a quiet 
Christian manner where solution is often found 
without resorting to public hearing in Presbytery 
assembled, to justify a special commission’s au- 
thority; and 


Whereas, the operation of a modern Presbytery 
with its varied program and multiplicity of details, 
makes it imperative to delegate to a group with 
authority to act, some details the Presbytery can- 
not conclude without expensive and time-consuming 
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special meetings, such details now being cared for 
in ‘“minister-church relations’ by Presbytery’s 
Commission on the Minister and His Work; 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Lexington respect- 


_ fully overtures the General Assembly of the s- 


byterian Church in the United States, meeting in 
Atlanta, Georgia, April 23, 1959, to take the fol- 
lowing action: : | 


1. That the General Assembly decline to enact 
into law Chapters 19 and 21 of the Proposed Re- 
vision of the Book of Church Order. 


2. That these chapters be returned to the Ad 
Interim Committee for restudy, and that the Com- 
mittee explore further the possibility of authoriz- 
ing the Presbytery to handle the work of “min- 
ister-church relations” as a commission, in line 
with their rough draft distributed June 15, 1957, 
Section D, Chapters VII and IX. 


In the light of these suggestions, and believing 
(1) that the revised Book of Church Order should 
be put in the best possible form before its final 
enactment; and (2) that the delay of another year, 
or even two years will not work any hardship on 
the Church, the Presbytery of Hanover overtures 
the General Assembly not to approve the proposed 
revision of the Book of Church Order at the present 
time, whether or not it has been approved be half 
or more of the Presbyteries; but that a standing 
committee of the Assembly or the Ad Interim Com- 
mittee on Revision be requested to restudy the 
proposed revision in the light of these and other 
suggested changes and report back to this or a 
subsequent meeting of the Assembly. 


WHEREAS The Presbytery of Northeast Texas 
was generally favorable to most of the Proposed 


Chapter 26 of the Confession of Faith, and 


WHEREAS it was clear that we could only accept 
or reject the chapter as a whole, and 


WHEREAS the debate by the Presbytery on the 
proposed Chapter 26, paragraph 6 revealed a dee 
cleavage on the subject of remarriage of di- 
vorcees, and 


WHEREAS it also seemed possible that the present 
Chapter 26 and the proposed chapter 26 do not 
exhaust the possibilities, 


THEREFORE The Presbytery of Northeast Texas 
overtures the General Assembly meeting in At- 
lanta, Georgia, April, 1959, 


THAT PARAGRAPH 6 OF THIS PROPOSED 
CHAPTER 26 BE RESTUDIED AND A NEW 
PARAGRAPH BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
PRESBYTERIES, A STATEMENT MORE 
CLEARLY BASED ON ALL SCRIPTURES 
RELATING TO THIS SUBJECT. weet 


WHEREAS, our Presbyterian System of Govern- 
ment is Government by Elders gathered in courts 
in regular gradation, and 


WHEREAS, the Session has jurisdiction over the 
local church, and 


WHEREAS, each year the Session is required by 


Presbytery to give account of its diligence by sub- 
mitting its minutes to Presbytery and through its 
annual report to Presbytery, and 


WHEREAS, a number of Boards and Agencies 
above the local church level also request statistical 
reports directly from organizations within the local 
church and | 
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WHEREAS, such practices lend to confusion, dupli- 
cation, and inaccuracies, and by by-passing the 
Session are foreign to our Presbyterian System of 
Government: 


The Presbytery of John Knox respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly as follows: 


1. That the Assembly instruct all its Boards and 
Agencies to cease from requesting reports from 
organizations within the local church. 


2. That the Assembly instruct Stated Clerk in con- 

- gultation with its Boards and Agencies to en- 
large the scope of the Session’s Annual Statisti- 
cal Report to include all information necessary 
to cover the total program of the local church 
on matters pertinent to the higher courts. 


Overture to the 1959 General Assembly from 
the Presbytery of New Orleans: | 


Whereas, the Book of Church Order does not 
attempt to be specific in establishing detailed pro- 
cedures for the selection and nomination of Elders 
and Deacons; and 


Whereas, these practices and procedures vary 
greatly between individual churches of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States; and 


Whereas, in some cases, the lack of wisdom, ef- 
ficient and fairly administered procedures result 
in the election of officers unsuitable and unpre- 
pared for their responsibilities; and 


Whereas, it is vitally necessary for this important 
function to be carried out in a manner calculated 
to place in positions of leadership as Church of- 
pe the best men available to the individual 
church, 


Therefore, the Presbytery of New Orleans re- 


_spectfully overtures the General Assembly to re- 


quest the Permanent Committee on the Assembly’s 
Office to study the problem outlined and recom- 
mend for voluntary adoption by individual churches 
efficient and best practices and procedures for se- 


lection and nomination of Elders and Deacons. 


The renee of Southwest Oklahoma respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. in session in Atlanta, 
Georgia as follows: 


WHEREAS, Many local churches, and institu- 
tions of presbyteries, synods, and the General As- 
sembly are in dire need of capital funds; and 


| WHEREAS, The only practical method of rais- 
ing such funds is through special capital fund 


- campaigns; and 


WHEREAS, from the standpoint of time, sound 
policy and training, it is impractical to conduct 
such campaigns under local direction; and 


WHEREAS, many congregations are opposed to 
paying such large sums for special professional di- 
rection; and 


WHEREAS, several other protestant denomina- 
tions have found it worth while to provide such 
professional direction for their people; 


THEREFORE, The Presbytery of Southwest 
Oklahoma respectfully overtures the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to con- 
sider establishing such a service for our churches, 
presbyteries, synods and General Assembly. 


The Presbytery of John Knox respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly as follows: 
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That serious consideration be given to the pos- 


sibility of combining any or all of the following. 


periodicals and magazines of our Church into one 
magazine of general circulation in the Church. 


The magazines are Presbyterian Survey, Presby- 
terian Action and Presbyterian Women. 


OVERTURE REGARDING A CHANGE 
IN THE CHURCH YEAR 


WHEREAS: 

The church fiscal year coincides with the calendar 
year, which places the Annual Every Member 
Canvass of the church into competition with the 
annual campaigns of the United Fund, the Ameri- 
can Red Cross and other agencies of local and 
national scope, thereby having a possible de- 
terimental effect on the financial program of 
our denomination, and ; 


WHEREAS: 
The calendar fiscal year necessarily involves a 
mass of organizational detail that must be done 
during the Christmas Season each year, when 
more time and attention should be devoted to 
the spiritual implications of the Season, and 


WHEREAS: 
The Women-of-the-Church have found the calen- 
dar fiscal year so unworkable in their program 
that the Board of Women’s Work has established 
another fiscal year for that organization, except 
that the financial program will remain on the 
calendar fiscal year, and 


WHEREAS: 
It is our conviction that a fiscal year, other than 
the calendar year, can be decided upon which 
will work out more smoothly and to the ad- 
vantage of the total life of the church: 


. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

That the Presbytery of Kanawha, Synod of West 
Virginia, does hereby overture the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States to establish a Church Fiscal Year other 
than that of the calendar year. 


The Presbytery of Enoree respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly to request the Centennial 
Committee to make 1961, “The Centennial Year’’, 
a time for a great militant crusade for Recruitment 
for World Missions; That every pastor in the Gen- 
eral Assembly be asked to lay before his congrega- 
tion and youth the urgent need for missionaries 
through the world and thus fulfill or exceed the 
goal of 800 missionaries by 1963; That the Call 
for missionaries be presented to Presbyterian stu- 
dents on every college and university campus 
throughout the General Assembly; And that the 
Board of World Missions be directed to assume 
the responsibility for implementing this Recruit- 
ment Program. 


WHEREAS: 

During the past 30 years, from 1928 to 1958 
there has been a steady decline from year to 
year in the proportionate emphasis given to 
World Missions in the general contributions of 
our people; this decreased percentage for As- 
sembly’s Causes and for World Missions being 
brought in the following comparisons: 


ASSEMBLY CAUSES in 1928 in 1958 
Pct. of total contributions .... 17.3% 8.2% 
Pet. of benevolences .............. 53.7% 34.7% 


WORLD MISSIONS in 1928 In 1958 
Pct. of total contributions .... 10.5% - 4.4% 
Pct. of benevolences 32.7% 18.8% 
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WHEREAS: 
World Missions shares only in the Assembly’s 
Budget, this ever smaller ratio of giving to the 
Assembly’s Causes does therefore work a special 
hardship on World Missions; 


WHEREAS: 
The annual income of the Board is scarcely suf- 
ficient for the recurring operational expenses 
despite the increased amount of money allotted 
it during the last two years; 


WHEREAS: 
Our whole program abroad is being starved by 
lack of funds, since nothing is left for the 
- desperately needed buildings and equipment, and 


there is an urgent demand for substantial capital — 


funds running into the millions of dollars; 


THEREFORE: 
The Presbytery of respectfully 
the General Assembly to provide opportunity for 
a special campaign for capital funds as soon as 
possible to enable the Board of World Missions 
to meet the pressing needs of our fields. 


~ The Presbytery of Harmony respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly as follows: 


It has been called to our attention that many 
ministers have not taken advantage of deductions 
allowed in the filing of Income Tax Returns, due 
to lack of Information. We overture the General 
Assembly to appoint a Special Committee, or desig- 
nate some existing Committee, to study the ques- 
tion of Income Tax Returns for Ministers, and 


furnish the Ministers with such information in a 


practical way. 


WHEREAS, some synods and Presbyteries have 
placed the responsibility for the Women of the 
Church under their Christian Education Committees 
and found this structure of organization to be 
— effective and welcomed by those concerned 
an 


WHEREAS, Men’s Work and Youth have func- 
tioned well under the guidance of the Board of 
Christian Education, 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of John ae 
respectfully overtures the General Assembly to 
take steps necessary to dissolve the Board of 
Women’s Work and assign its responsibilities to 
the Board of Christian Education 


Overtures Concerning National Council 


Abingdon Presbytery respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly that the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., register its disapproval to the National Coun- 
cil of The Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. of 
the action taken by the World Order Study Con- 
ference, sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches of Christ, when they proposed last No- 
vember that Red China be granted diplomatic recog- 
nition by the United States Government and that 
they be admitted to the United Nations. 


The Presbytery of Indian respectfully overtures 
the General Assembly to register a strong protest 
to the National Council of Churches for the action 
of the Fifth World Order Study Conference at 
Cleveland, Ohio, last November, 1958, recommend- 
ing “the inclusion of the People’s Republic of 
China in the United Nations and its recognition 
by our government.” > 
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The Presbytery of Mississippi overtures the 1959 
General Assembly to reject the resolutions of the 
Fifth World Order Study Conference of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, recommending Ameri- 
ean recognition of Communist China, and its ad- 
mission into the United Nations. 


The Presbytery of Augusta-Macon deplores the 
intrusion into the field of political discussion and 
the giving of advice to the Washington administra- 
tion on international affairs by agencies of the 
National Council of Churches, such as the Con- 
ference on World Order, held last November in 
Cleveland. 


The Presbytery is disturbed that the false im- 
pression gains currency from such conferences that 
their deliverances are the voice of Protestantism. 


The Presbytery is concerned for the cause of 
missions and views the Cleveland recommendation 
of the United States diplomatic recognition of 
éd China and her admission to membership in 
the United Nations as inimical to that cause. 


WHEREAS, delegates to a World Study Con- 
ference, sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A., voted unani- 
mously in support of a resolution favoring our 
country’s recognition of the Communist Regime in 
China and its admission to the United Nations. The 
press in this country and, in particular abroad re- 
ported this Resolution widely as an indication of 
the sentiments of the American Protestant com- 
munity. And, 


WHEREAS, we firmly believe that the action 
in Cleveland does not represent the thinking of the 
overwhelming majority of American Protestants, 
clergy and lay. We believe that it must be taken 
as merely the point of view of those delegates who 
voted for it. 


Further, we believe that this action is incon- 
sistent, not only with the standards of the United 
Nations but also with the clear a of 
morality and Christian faith. Now therefore, 


Be it resolved: That the Session of the First 


Presbyterian Church of Alexandria, Louisiana, de- 


plores the continuing pronouncements of the Na- 
tional Council: of Churches on Political, social and 
economical questions, and 


_ Respectfully overtures the Presbytery of Lou- 
isiana to adopt the above resolution as an expres- 
sion of its sentiment and forward an expression of 
the same to the General Assembly of the Presby- 


terian Church, U. S., the headquarters of the Na- 


tional Council and the press. 


The Presbytery of Meridian overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States as follows: 3 


Whereas on November 21, 1958, delegates to 
the World Order Study Conference, sponsored by 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A., and held in Cleveland, Ohio, gave unani- 
mous support to a resolution favoring our nation’s 
recognition of Communist China and also favoring 
ie Sen of Communist China to the United 

ations: 


Whereas the General Board of the Nationa! 
Council of Churches, meeting some two weeks 
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later, took congizance of the action of the World 
Order Study Conference, but did not see fit to 
criticize nor repudiate it; 


Whereas the said action is naturally proclaimed 
and interpreted as the position of the churches af- 
filiated with the National Council of Churches, al- 


though we are persuaded that the vast majority of 


Christian people would not and could not sub- 
scribe to the views in question; 


Whereas such action shows greater concern for 
friendly relations with godless Communists than 
for the welfare of our fellow-Christians who have 
suffered and are suffering untold persecution at 
the hands of these same Communists, and greater 
interest in co-existence with Communism than in 
the defense and proclamation of the Christian 
faith, and greater confidence in a humanistic ap- 
proach to man’s problems than in the power of 
the redemptive Gospel of Christ; 


Whereas we consider the position advocated by 
the World Order Study Conference and tacitly ap- 
proved by its parent organization, the National 
Council of Churches, to be a betrayal of Christian 
morality, and a betrayal of the carefully con- 
sidered judgment of our Federal Government’s 
experts in such matters, and a betrayal of our fel- 
low-Christians and others in Communist-dominated 


countries; and 


Whereas the World Order Study Conference had 
much to say about other matters of a govern- 
mental, political, military or economic nature, 
which are not the business of the Church as such, 
and little about the proclamation of the Gospel, 
which is the primary business of the Church; 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Meridian, meeting 
January 20, 1959, in regular stated session, at the © 
Central Presbyterian Church in Meridian, Missis- 
sippi respectfully overtures the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
to take such action as is necessary to disassociate 
our Church from the pronouncements of the World 
Order Study Conference, and to publicize our 
Church’s disavowal of the sentiments expressed by 
that conference. 


Whereas, the National Council of Churches has 
frequently failed to heed the admonitions of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S. in regard to controversial matters; and 


Whereas, the National Council of Churches has 
frequently given deliverance on matters purely 
political; and 


Whereas, the National Council of Churches is 
now advocating the recognition of atheistic Com- 
munist China and her being offered membership 
in the United Nations; and 


Whereas, the National Council of Churches 
claims to speak for the members of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S.; 


Therefore, be it resolved by Congaree Presbyte 
that the National Council of Churches does NO 
speak the mind of this Presbytery in many of 
these matters. Be it further resolved that Con- 
garee Presbytery earnestly overtures the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
to withdraw its membership in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches until such time as its leadership 
is — in conformity with the position of our 
people. 


Approved by Congaree Presbytery in stated ses- 
sion at the Union Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
January 27, 1959. 
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By action of the Presbytery of Central Missis- 
sippi, the following overture is submitted: 


Whereas, it becomes increasingly evident that 
many of the concepts and practices of the National 
Council of Churches are out harmony with th 
theological beliefs and standards of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S.; and 


this National Council is increasin d ive 
of peace and harmony in our Church. 


Therefore, the Presbytery of Central 


sippi overtures the General Assembly, meeting in 


Atlanta, Georgia, on April 23, 1959, to withdraw 
from the National Council of Churches. 


The Presbytery of Charleston respectfully over- 
tures the 1959 General Assembly to withdraw 
from the National Council of Churches. 


The Presbytery of Knoxville respectfully over- 
tures the General Assembly in session in the Druid 
Hills Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia, to 
withdraw from the National Council of Churches. 


OVERTURE TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
BE IT RESOLVED: 


That Concord Presbytery hereby overtures the 
General Assembly: to re-emphasize its unqualified 
disapproval of the Roman Catholic principle of 
union of Church and State, and its system of 
propaganda; that it warn its young people against 
contracting marriages with members of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church; and that it warn the members 
of our Church of the dangers which a Roman Cath- 
olic government would pose to the American nation. 


The Presbytery of Potomac sends the following 
overture to the General Assembly: 


That the General Assembly authorize the ap- 
pointment of a study committee to study the ques- 
tion of the Christian’s attitude to participation in 
war, with special reference to modern methods of 
“mass destruction and to report to the General 
Assembly of 1960. 


The Presbytery of Brazos ordered the following 
overture forwarded to the General Assembly: 


WHEREAS the practice of capital punishment 
is employed in many if not all of the states served 
by the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 


WHEREAS this Church has never made any 
pronouncement or given any guidance to the mem- 
bers of the Church as to what is the Christian 
attitude toward this problem, and 


WHEREAS members of the Church may often 
be perplexed as to what stand they should take 
with reference to the problem, some honestly and 
conscientiously believing it to be contrary to the 
will of God, 


THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Brazos respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., to request and instruct its 
Division of Christian Relations to make a thorough 
study of the Christian attitude toward capital 
punishment, emphasizing the Biblical basis for 
discerning the will of God in this matter and mak- 
ing suggestions as to how the individual and the 
Church might implement the Christian position 
on the matter. 


A 


BOOKLET ON 


The National Council 
of Churches 


56 Pages 4'’x9” 


The Board of Directors of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal has just published 
a booklet consisting of articles, editorials 
and other material published in recent 
months having to do with the present 
leadership and activities of the National 
Council of Churches: 


“THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES” 
(as now constituted 


and directed) 


A MENACE TO 
CHURCH AND STATE 


Price —20c per copy—#$2.00 per dozen 
$15.00 per hundred postpaid 


Order from 
7 THE SOUTHERN | 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


BARGAIN BOOKS 
Slightly Shelf Worn 


(As New) 


at 20% discount as long as supply lasts. 
Act quickly as in some cases we have 
only one copy of a particular title. 


Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles 
Unabridged Edition 2 Volumes in One 


Commentary « on the — of Mark 
By J. A. Alexander 5.95 


Commentary on the ee of Isaiah 
By J. A. Alexander - 8.95 


The Life of Our Lord Upon the Earth 
By Samuel J. Andrews _ §.95 


The Westminster Assembly and Its Work 
By Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield 3.00 


Order from 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL | 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 
[srael’s First King 
Scripture: I 8-11 | 


Israel’s first king was an utter failure. He started out well but ended up a suicide. There are lessons 
for us in Saul’s life and it is well to spend two Sundays in studying history. His life might be divided 
into two parts: the good part and the evil part, or the happy part and the miserable part. We take 
up the better side first and then the evil side which gradually took possession of him and caused his 


tragic end. 


In our Devotional Reading Samuel, after re- 
counting all of God’s goodness to them, tells 
them that in spite of their sin if they will 
continue to follow the Lord then He will be 
with them but if they rebel against God’s com- 
mandments He will be against them. He calls 
upon the Lord and there was thunder and rain 
during wheat harvest, an unusual thing. The 
people seem convinced of their sin and ask 
Samuel to pray for them. He reassures them 
and encourages them to fear the Lord and 
serve Him in truth with all your heart: for 
consider how great things He hath done for 
you. Morever as for me, God forbid that |] 
should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray 
for you: but T will teach you the good and the 
right way. 


There is a very comforting lesson for us 
right here. God does. not forsake His people 
even though they make many sad mistakes and 
sin against Him. If we will turn back to Him 
He will forgive and take us back. Israel sinned 
in demanding a king, but God allowed them to 
go on their way even though they were rejecting 
God as their Divine Ruler. If they will continue 
to serve Him then He will bless them under a 
monarchy as He had blessed them when under 
a theocracy. But if ye shall still do wickedly, 
ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king. 


I. Israel Demands a King; Chapter 8 


Up to this time Israel had never had a king. 
Jehovah was their Ruler. They lived under a 
Theocracy. Moses was a great leader, lawgiver 
and judge, but never wore a crown. He was 
God’s servant, and God was King. Joshua was 
a great military leader but never a king. The 
same thing was true throughout the period of 
the Judges. The people wanted to make Gideon 
king (Judges 8:22): “And Gideon said unto 


them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my 
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be like all the nations. 


son rule over you: vp’ kin shall rule over 


vou”. Samuel was nevg# a king: he was a king- 
maker. 


But now when Samuel was old all the elders 


of Israel came to Samuel saying “now make us 


a king’. They gave two reasons for their re- 
quest or demand. (1) Samuel had made his 
sons judges and they were not good men. They 
walked not in the way of their father, but turned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted 
judgment. Here we find the only weakness in 
Samuel. He, like Eli, seemed to have failed in 
his home. It was a mistake, we feel sure, for 
him to make them judges. (2) Their second 
reason was not very good. They wanted to 
God had called Israel 
to be a “peculiar” people — a people for His 
own possession — unlike any other nation. God 
Himself was to be their Ruler. Now they ask 
to be like the other nations. This request 
grieved Samuel and Samuel prayed unto the 
Lord. The Lord told him to grant their re- 
quest. They have not rejected thee; they have 
rejected Me. Protest solemnly and show them 
what shall be the manner of the king who 
should rule over them. Samuel told all these 
words unto the people. Your king will take 
your sons and daughters and make them his 
servants and will lay heavy burdens upon you 
in taxes and you will cry out in that day be- 
cause of your king which you have chosen. How 
true this was as we shall see when we come to 
the Kings! 


There are lessons for us in this, both as in- 
dividuals and as a church. We are God’s pe- 
culiar people. He has said to us, Come out 
from among them and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord. Jesus prayed that we might be “in the 
world” but “not of the world”. And yet the 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. | 
Greenville, S.C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, 5S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


R. P. Crumpler, Prop.- 


“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Woodruff, 5S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. — 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckham, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio | 

Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM | 
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church has often copied the ways of the world. 
The ship is safe on the water as long as the 
water does not get into the ship, but when the 
water gets into the ship, then the ship sinks. 
The Early Church had rough sailing but in 
spite of persecution it spread rapidly. Later in 
the time of Constantine when Christianity be- 
came popular, the world got into the church 
and the church became so much like the world 
that you could hardly tell the difference. ‘The 
Reformation came and the church was partly 
purified, but it was not long before she became 
worldly-minded again. In England, before the 
great revivals under the Wesleys and White- 
field, the church was so full of the world that 
the preachers spent their time in the amuse- 
ments and sins of the people and paid little 
attention to their flocks. They were like the 
false shepherds of Israel; they fed themselves, 
but let the flocks wander on the hills. Under 
the preaching of Wesley for the church and 
for the Christian is separation; not be like the 
nations — the world — but to be different. God 
wanted Israel to be unlike the other nations. 
Now she wants to be like all the nations. God 
wants His church to be unlike the world, but 
the church — Christ’s Bride — often wants to 
be like the women of the world. 


II. Saul Anointed and Chosen King: Chap- 
ters 9 and 10. 


_In chapter 9 and part of 10 we are told of 
the anointing and proclaiming of Saul as the 
first king of Israel. He was the son of Kish of 
the tribe of Benjamin. His father was a mighty 
man of power and Saul a choice young man, 
from his shoulders and upward higher than any 
of the people. Physically, Saul was a fine speci- 


men of young manhood, “every inch a king”. 


While seeking his father’s lost asses he goes to 
the house of Samuel, “the seer’, to ask help 
from him. The Lord had revealed to Samuel 
that he was coming and he had reserved a spe- 
cial portion of the feast for him. Early the next 
morning Samuel takes him aside secretly and 
pours a vial of oil on him and kissed him and 
said, Is it not because the Lord has anointed 
thee to be captain over his inheritance? He 
then gives him some “signs” to show that it 
was really true. In verse 6 of chapter 10 we 
are told, “And the Spirit of the Lord will come 
upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, 
and shalt be turned into another man”. This 


looks like Saul was converted, but when we con-. 


sider what he became and how disobedient and 


self-willed he proved to be later, we believe that — 


what took place here was the granting to him 
of certain gifts which would qualify him to be 
king, for he was of an ordinary family although 
his father was a man of valor. It is an old say- 
ing that “you can go a long way and not get 
there”. Saul prophesied but was not a genuine 
prophet. God made him “another man”, but 
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not a real child of God as we shall see in next 
Sunday’s lesson. Remember, Jesus said, Many 
shall come to me in that day and shall say, 
Lord, have not we prophesied in thy name?.. . 
and I will say, I never knew you. It seems clear 
that Saul was endowed with certain gifts, and 
became “‘another man”, qualified to be a king. 
If he had submitted to God and obeyed God, 
he would have been a converted man. In verse 
9 we are told that “God gave him another 
heart’. That it was not an obedient and loving 
heart we will see from his later history. 


This first anointing was in secret. Samuel 
now calls the people together at Mizpah and 
caused the different tribes to come near and 
Saul is formally chosen to be their king. When 
they tried to find him the Lord said “he hath 
hidden himself among the stuff’. Perhaps this 
is one of the marks of Saul being “another 
man”. This spirit of humility is good. And 
all the people shouted, and said, God save the 
king. Saul went home to Gilgal, and with him 
a band of men, whose hearts God had touched. 
But the children of Belial said, How shall this 
man save us? And they despised him and 
brought him no presents. But he held his peace. 
Here is another good mark in the character of 
the new king. 


III. The Kingdom Renewed: Chapter 11. 


Saul’s opportunity to prove himself came when 
Nahash the Ammonite encamped against Ja- 
besh-gilead and they said, make a covenant with 
us, and we will serve thee. When they learned 
the cruel terms of the covenant, namely that 
their right eyes be thrust out, the men of Jabesh 
asked for a seven days’ delay while they sought 
help. The news was brought to Saul and his 
anger was kindled and he called Israel together, 
even 300,000 men and 30,000 from Judah. Saul 
divided his army into three parts, fell upon the 
Ammonites, “and it came to pass that they 
which remained were scattered, so that two of 
them were not left together.” This great victory 
changed the attitude of Israel toward Saul. Be- 
fore this there seemed little real enthusiasm for 
their new king. Now, they meant to put to death 
those who had said, shall Saul reign over us? 
And Saul said, there shall not a man be put 
to death this day: for today the Lord hath 
wrought salvation in Israel. Then said Samuel 


_to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, 


and renew the kingdom there . . . and there 
Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 
Thus far Saul has shown marks of a true king 
and won his place as king in the hearts of the 


people. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 12 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


A Chinese Worker For A Chinese Church 


Scripture: Acts 21:1-23 
Suggested Hymns: 
“I Sing the Almighty Power of God’”’ 
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 


(We are listing some verses on the theme of 
missions which can be used in a Bible drill, 
if you wish to do so. You can score individually 
or by teams. Credit goes to the team or person 
who locates the verse first and reads it correct- 
ly. Here are the references: II Kings 2:27; 
Rev. 14:6-7; Acts 26:14-18; Mark 16:15; Luke 
24:47-48; Psalm 96:3; Acts 1:8; Isaiah 43:6-7.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The Chinese Presbyterian Church in New 
Orleans now has a lady Chinese worker on the 
job. This is the second year that we, as Presby- 
terian young people, have provided money to 
pay the salary of this worker as one of our 
financial objectives. Last week we tried to get 
an overall mental picture of the work of the 
Board of Church Extension. We discovered that 

e.Chinese Church in New Orleans is one of 
2 projects of the board, and our provision of 

salary for one of the workers there is our way 
of sharing in the work of Church Extension. 


Some of us will remember that we had a pro- 
gram about the Chinese Church last October. 
It is not likely that we will remember everything 
that was said then, so a bit of review will be 
in order. After we have been reminded of 
the history and nature of the work among the 
Chinese in New Orleans, we shall hear of the 
new developments in the church and of the 
present needs. 


First Speaker: 

In 1957 Presbyterians celebrated seventy five 
years of work among the Chinese people living 
in the city of New Orleans. One of the most 
important aspects of this celebration was the 
transformation of the Chinese Mission into a 
fully organized church. The Rev. Dayton Castle- 
man who had been Director of the Mission is 
now pastor of the church. Prior to 1952, when 
Mr. Castleman came on the scene, the mission 
had been directed by a succession of four dedi- 
cated ladies. Formerly the mission and now 
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the church seeks to minister to Chinese stu- 
dents and Chinese sailors coming into the har- 
bor of New Orleans as well as the Chinese resi- 
dents of the City. New Orleans itself has a 
community of about four hundred Chinese peo- 
ple. They do not live in any one given area. 
New Orleans has no “Chinatown”, but the peo- 
ple are bound together by strong ties of lan- 
guage and custom. 


Experience has proved that these national and 
racial ties make it advisable to have a racial 
church, one that is especially for the Chinese. 
They are much happier to have a church of 
their own than to be scattered throughout 
the many Presbyterian churches of the city. 
Since the Chinese Church was officially or- 
ganized in 1957 it has made some very substan- 
tial progress. The newly elected and ordained 
elders and deacons have dedicated themselves 
to their work with zeal and intelligence. The 
Sunday School has new teachers and new classes. 
The teachers have begun a regular workers’ con- 


ference. The Men of the Church organization 


continues to function, and the Women of the 
Church have organized. The progress that is 
being made certainly indicates the wisdom of 
organizing the church. 


One of the very effective phases of the church's 
work has been the service rendered by Mr. Y. C. 
Wong, who is a Chinese Christian from For- 
mosa. Mr. Wong has been employed by the 
church on a part time basis to work with Chinese 
students and sailors in the New Orleans area. 
He has been able to give practical assistance to 
many Chinese who have found themselves among 
a strange people, and further frustrated by the 
language barrier. In addition to giving practi- 
cal help, he has represented the church and | 
borne witness to Christ. Some Chinese have 
already become believers through his work. The 
church has determined to keep Mr. Wong on 
the job in addition to the lady worker who has 
been employed by means of our gifts. 


Second Speaker: 
Until last year the Chinese Church had not 
been able to meet a great area of opportunity 


among the Chinese women of the city. Many 


American Chinese men have gone back to 
China and Formosa for their brides. This has 
brought about a situation in which husbands 
speak fluent English and the wives speak little 
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if any English. The Chinese Church has need- 
ed a worker, preferably a woman, who could 
speak Chinese in the Cantonese dialect which 
is familiar to most of the Chinese brides. 


In April 1958 Miss Grace Yao gegen 
“yow’), a Chinese Christian from the free city 
of Hong Kong, came to join the staff of our 
Chinese Church in New Orleans. Miss Yao 
teaches in the Sunday School, reads the Scrip- 
tures and acts as interpreter at the church serv- 
ices, teaches language classes and gives Chris- 
tian instruction during the week, but her great- 
est opportunity comes through the visitation 
program. She visits the Chinese families 
throughout the city, giving special attention to 
the wives who are cut off from their associa- 
tions with others through their inability to 
speak English. She goes to those who will not 


come to the church, and takes them the Chris- 


tian message. If many of the people did come 
to church, they could not understand what was 
being said. During the last few months there 
have been many people in New Orleans who 
have heard the Good News of Jesus Christ in 
their own language for the first time. This 
work is already bearing spiritual fruit, and our 
gifts have helped to make it possible. People 
have heard of Christ because Miss Yao could 
tell them of Him in their own tongue, and Miss 
Yao could come to New Orleans because we, as 
Presbyterian young people, have guaranteed her 
salary for two years. 


(Receive the offering for the Chinese Church, 
or, if such is the case, announce that a portion 


of the budget is set for this objective. In either 


case, have a prayer of dedication for your gifts.) - 


The Moody Bible Story Book. 
NOW SELLING AT $3.95 


Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 

164 two-color illustrations 

Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 


ORDER FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 


spotlight 
on | 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Where will the emphasis be in your VBS 
program? Handwork? Field trips? Play and | 
song activities? 

VBS can play an important role in your 
church's program of evangelism. Why not 
make the most of this opportunity to plant 


God's Word in the hearts and homes of 


your community? 

Make your VBS a real BIBLE school. Use 
materials planned especially to focus atten- 
tion on the Bible itself with handwork that 
complements—and does not compete with 
—instruction in God’s Word. 

Send for free catalog or complete Sam. 
ple Kit. | 


GREAT COMMISSION 


PUBLICATIONS, DEPT. D 
627 SCHAFF BLDG., PHILA. 2, PA. 


Please send me: 
() Free catalog () Sample Kit at $3.75 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 


An Exposition of the 


Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 


Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


REVELATION on tare 


Taught by Dr. MANFORD GEO. GUTZKE 


an extension of the ministry of the Bible Department 
of Columbia Theological Seminary 


4 — 50-MINUTE STUDIES ( 2 tapes) — $ 6.00 
21 — 50-MINUTE STUDIES (11 tapes) — $33.00 


Order from: Mr. and Mrs. Howard R. Cook 
1165 Lullwater Rd., N.E., Atlanta 7, Ga. 
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CHURCH 


the 


The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 


January 16 - February 28, 1959 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1959 $1,335,418.00 
Receipts to date 45,190.03 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 3.38 % 
Balance needed for this year 1,290,227.97 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1959 23,595.00 
Receipts to date 1,034.78 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 4.38% 
Balance needed for the year 22,560.22 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 


GEORGIA 


Newnan — On Sunday, March Ist, the Newnan 
Presbyterian Church of which Rev. Edward Wat- 
son is pastor, embarked upon a vigorous Tithing 
Program. The Session and Diaconate, with the 
pastor, had met in joint session and unanimously 
passed the following resolution: 


“The Session and Diaconate of this church, 
as present, pledge themselves to embark 
on a tithing venture for thirteen weeks. 
During this time each officer will tithe in 
accordance with the Biblically recom- 
mended practice: and, furthermore, the 
officers endorsed and recommended this 
action to the congregation’’. 


Mr. Walter Sanders, Treasurer of the Church, 
was appointed to present the resolution and the 
plan to the congregation on Sunday morning, Feb- 
ruary 22nd, in order that the crusade might begin 
on Sunday, March Ist. 


It is believed this Tithing Crusade will result 
in, not only regular giving, but in largely in- 
creased financial support to the work of the 
church and its Benevolent program. 


Decatur, Ga.—Two members of the Agnes Scott 
College faculty have received grants for summer 
study frem the Presbyterian Board of Christian 
Education. 


Dr. Walter B. Posey, chairman of Agnes Scott’s 
department of history and political science, will 
continue research on the topic “Religion in the 
Lower Mississippi Valley to 1861.” He has pub- 
lished previously studies of the Methodist, Baptist, 
and Presbyterian churches of this area. Dr. Posey 
is immediate past president of the Southern His- 
torical Association. 3 


Mr. Raymond J. Martin, associate professor of 
music and college organist, will study at Union 
Seminary in New York. His particular field of 
work is sacred music. Mr. Martin is organist-choir 
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director for the Peachtree Road Presbyterian 
Church and staff organist for the Protestant Radio 


Center. 


The purpose of the grants-in-aid is to improve 
teaching through research and creative activity. 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge — The Denham Springs Church 
was organized on March Ist, with a charter mem- 
bership of 45. On Sunday morning, March 8, the 
congregation extended a call to Rev. William Har- 
vey Morrison, now pastor of DeKalb Presbyterian 
Church, DeKalb, Mississippi. Mr. Morrison has 
indicated that he will accept this call when it is 
officially made. He is a graduate of King College, 
Bristol, Tenn.-Va., and is married to the former 
Mary Elizabeth Davis, of Quincy, Florida. They 
have two children. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson, March 14— Three Davidson College 
seniors have been named Woodrow Wilson Fellows 
in an announcement today from the Woodrow 
Wilson National Fellowship Foundation. 


Charles H. Chastain, Lakeland, Fla.; Walter H. 
O’Briant, Concord; and Edward E. Wilson, Char- 
lotte; are among the 1200 superior American and 
Canadian students chosen as the climax to an 
intensive nation-wide talent hunt for future college 
teachers. 


Chastain will study at Princeton University in 
the field of philosophy; O’Briant will study at 
Harvard in the field of religion, and Wilson will 
study Romance Languages at Duke University. 


Davidson, N. C.—The Rockefeller Brothers The- 
ological Fellowship program has chosen two David- 
son College seniors and a graduate of Davidson 
to receive a one-year study grant. 


Those named are: John W. Kuykendall, Char- 
lotte, Edward I. Stevens, Syracuse, New York; 
and the Reverend Donald Shriver, Class of 1951, 
pastor of the Linwood Presbyterian Church of 
Gastonia. 


The Rockefeller Brothers Fellowship Program is 
designed to enable exceptional young men and 
women to devote one year to theological study in 
order that they may explore the possibility of 


entering the vocation of the ordained Protestant 


ministry. 


Rocky Mount, N. C.—(PN)—The 53 churches 


of Albemarle Presbytery, covering 23 eastern coun- 


ties, are engaging in a Presbyterian Evangelistic 
Emphasis during the weeks of March 15-29, ac- 
cording to the Rev. Matthew McGowan, pastor of 
Second Presbyterian Church here. He is chairman 
of Evangelism for the Presbytery. 


Not all churches will use the same type program, 
as some will put the major emphasis on training, 
others on preaching services, and still others on 
expanded visitation evangelism efforts. 
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The following churches are participating: First 
Church, Ahoskie; Wayside Church, Chocowinity; 
First Church, Edenton; Cann Memorial in Eliza- 
beth City; Falkland Presbyterian; Farmville and 
Carraway Churches, Farmville; Fountain and Grace 
Churches, Fountain; First, Antioch, and George 
Kirby Memorial in Goldsboro; First, Ballards, Boyd 
Memorial, Chicod, Hollywood, Meadowbrook and 
West Greenville Churches in Greenville; Grifton 
Church; First and Rivermont, Kinston; LaGrange 
and Jason Churches, LaGrange; Westminster 
Church, Lucama; Macclesfield Church; First, Neuse 
Forest, and West New Bern Churches, New Bern; 
Pinetops Church, Pinetops; Plymouth, in Plymouth; 


First, Second, Bethlehem, Edgemont, Morton Me- 


morial, and Westhaven in Rocky Mount; Nahalah 
in Scotland Neck; Snow Hill Church; Calvary in 
Swan Quarter; Cobb Memorial, Howard Memorial, 
Johnson Memorial, and William and Mary Hart in 


Tarboro; First and Wanoca, Washington; Willims- | 


ton, Bear Grass and Roberson in Williamston; 
Bear Grass and Roberson in Williamston; First 
Berea, Bethany, and North Wilson in Wilson, N. C. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Presbyterian College 


Clinton—March —The first major change in the 
Presbyterian College curriculum has been an- 
nounced by Academic Dean George C. Bellingrath. 


Beginning next September, the College will 
abolish its “‘minor’” requirement for a degree and 
introduce “areas of concentration” within a par- 
ticular field of study. 


This change means that now each student’s pro- 
gram of study ordinarily will include 30 semester 
hours of work in his “major” field and such other 
courses — not to exceed 18 hours — in related 
fields as prescribed by the department of major 
interest. 


Under the old system, the student normally was 
required to take 24 hours for:a “major” field and 


such other courses — not to exceed 18 hours for 


a “minor’”’ in another field. 


TEXAS 


Kingsville — Construction of a chapel large 
enough to seat the Presbyterian Pan American 
School’s planned, eventual enrollment of 300 stu- 
dents, and the start of preliminary planning for 
two other major development projects was ap- 
proved this week as the board of trustees met 


here. (Tuesday) 


Detailed plans and specifications for the chapel 
are to be prepared and bids called for immediately. 
The site will be southwest of the student residential 
units or dormitories which were completed more 
than a year ago. 


Construction of the chapel is made possible by 
the $100,000 gift announced some time ago of the 
Toddie Lee Wynne family of Dallas. The cost of 


| the building and furnishings has been estimated 


at $60,000 - $75,000. 


Dr. George Mauze of San Antonio, board chair- 
man, presided over the special meeting. The regu- 
lar meeting was called for 11 a. m. on May 15, 
immediately after preparatory school department 
commencement exercises. . 


_ The trustees also authorized creation of a spe- 
clal building fund for a girls student residential 
unit, one of the two projects for which the plan- 
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ning committee was instructed to secure prelimi- 
nary drawings. The second peer is a dining 
hall designed for the eventual enrollment of 300 
students. Temporarily, until the number of stu- 
dents increases over the years as more residential 
units become available, a portion of the dining 
hall would be used as a student union. 


Trustees present for the meeting, in addition 
to Dr. Mauze were Dr. T. Watson Street of Austin, 
secretary of the board; Garland M. Lasater of 
Falfurrias, chairman of the school planning com- 
mittee; C. J. McClendon of the Mexican mission 
of the church; Douglas Earley of Brownsville, 
chairman of the building committee; 


Henry C. Morris, Jr., of McAllen, chairman of 
the finance committee; Mrs. W. M. Elliott, Jr. 
and Mrs. W. J. Hilseweck, both of Dallas; an 
Salvador M. Garza of Harlingen. 


O’Neal Ford of San Antonio is the school archi- 
tect. 


Death Takes Mrs. Harmon Ramsey; 
Rites Thursday 


Athens, Ga. — Mrs. Sarah Frances Marshall 
Ramsey, one of Athens’ most beloved citizens and 
wife of Dr. Harmon B. Ramsey, pastor of First 


_ Presbyterian Church, died at her home at 540 
Cloverhurst Avenue, March 9, at 7 o’clock after 


a short illness. 
Services were conducted Thursday afternoon at 


4 o’clock from First Presbyterian Church with in- 


terment following in Evergreen Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Bernstein Funeral Home in charge of 
arrangements. 


Mrs. Ramsey is survived by her husband, two 
sons, Robert Marshall Ramsey and George Wilson 
Ramsey, and two brothers, Dr. James M. Marshall, 
a S. C., and John L. Marshall, Claymont, 

el. 


Alabama Native 


Mrs. Ramsey was a native of Marion, Ala., and 
has been a resident here for nine years. She was 54 
years of age. | 


She was loved by her countless friends for her 
kind and loyal disposition. She looked for and 
found the best in others and by the simplicity and 
sincerity that characterized her life, she was an 
inspiration to all who knew her. 


Her memory will be a benediction to all and > 
she has left the world a better place by her example 
of simple faith and devotion to God. . 


People desiring may contribute to the Memorial 
Fund of the First Presbyterian Church or any 
memoric! fund they may desire. | 


Nashville, Tenn.—(PN)—Miss Mary Lee Har- 
aughty of our Japan Mission, is scheduled to sail 
March 24 from Kobe with her adopted Japanese 
daughter, Kuniko, for regular furlough in this 
country. 


Miss Haraughty has been engaged in the evan- 
elistic work of the Japan Mission since 1950. She - 
is a native of Chetopa, Kansas, but now considers 
Lawton, Okla., her hometown. While on furlough 
she will make Lawton her home. 


She is a graduate of Southeastern State College, 
Durant, Okla., and the Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, Va. 
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